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Common Plumbing Noises and their Causes 
 

A Single Bang, Knock, Clunk, or Clang: 
Usually caused by a water hammer.  Water hammers do not accompany flowing water, so if the 

sound occurs while water is running, it isn’t a water hammer. 

 

Water hammer happens when you turn OFF a water flow suddenly (like a dishwasher, clothes 

washer, a toilet, or even closing a faucet suddenly.  Shutting the flow suddenly sends a pressure 

or shock wave down the water line through the water, shocking the pipes and creating the 

hammer noise.  These shock waves travel faster than the speed of sound and can exert very great 

instantaneous pressure.  Over time it can damage pipes, valves and weaken pipe joints. 

 

Most modern homes have devices called water hammer arresters (also called air chambers, air 

cushion or water capacitor).  They are air filled chambers connected to the plumbing that let the 

pressure wave dissipate harmlessly into a cushion of air.   

 

Sometimes arresters become waterlogged.   

 Turn off the main shut off. 

 Open the lowest faucet in the house and several other faucets  

 Let drain until they stop (5 minutes or so). 

 Close all faucets and turn the main back on. 

 When water is turned back on some sputtering may occur due to air in the lines. 

If this fixes it, you have a faulty or water logged hammer arresters. 

 

Fog Horn, Bleating, Wailing, Moaning, Humming, Screaming, Fluttering, 

Rattling, Chattering, Motor Boat, Whistling, Oboe. 
 

Often a faulty toilet fill valve will cause sounds like this.  It’s easy to check: 

Close the supply valves to all toilets.  If the noise disappears, open them one by one till the noise 

starts again.  Replace the fill valve in that toilet. 

 

Another common cause is a faucet washer.  If it only happens when using a certain faucet, the 

faucet washer may be loose or damaged.  This can cause it to flutter in the water stream causes 

noises.  Try tightening the screw in the faucet stem.  If the problem stops and later returns, mash 

the threads of the screw a little with pliers so they bind in the stem when reassembled.  If this 

doesn’t work, it’s time to buy a new stem assembly. 

 

Machine Gun Sound (repeated hammering). 
Can be caused by a dishwasher or clothes washer solenoid fill valve. 
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High Water Pressure Problems 
Can cause pipes to rub or bump inside the walls because they aren’t strapped down well. 

 

Pressure Regulator Problems 
 Pounding sound happens while the water is running. 

 Happens at more than one faucet 

 Turning on other faucets changes the cadence. 

 Pressure changes the pounding. 

 *While the noise is happening, check to see if it seems to be coming from the regulator.  

If so, it may need replaced. 

 

Ticking 
Could be made by the water meter if the ticking happens only when water it running. 

 

Sounds Like Running Water (Off and On). 
It’s the flush valve (rubber flapper or ball) in the toilet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


