
 

 
STEPS TO SEARCH FOR A PROPERTY ON A FEMA FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM) 

 

1. Visit FEMA’s Map Service Center website:  https://msc.fema.gov/portal 
 

2. In the field at the top of the page, enter the address or latitude/longitude of the property in question and click the 
‘Search’ button. 
 

 

 
3. A Locator Map page will appear.  To zoom in, click on the + sign on the left side of the Locator Map. 

 

 

 

4. To view the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) generated from the Locator Map, click on the          icon. 
 

 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal


    

 

5. A page with a black and white FEMA FIRM will appear: 
 

 

 

6. To zoom into a specific location on the FIRM, click the          icon then click on the FIRM in the general location of the 
property in question. 
 

7. Continue this process until the property in question can be seen.  NOTE:  The location of the property in question will 
not be identified on the FIRM, as it was on the Locator Map.  The location of the property in question will need to be 
known in order to determine proximity to a designated floodplain.   

 

 

After reviewing the FEMA FIRM, if it appears the property in question is impacted by a designated floodplain, it is 
recommended that the property owner: 

A. Reviews the ‘Revisions, Amendments, and Revalidations’ on the Locator Map page  
to determine if approved corrections to the FIRM have been made that impact  
the property in question. 

B. Hires a licensed land surveyor to determine exact elevations of the property and the 
lowest elevation (including basements) of all structures on the property.  Property 
elevations relative to the base flood elevation (BFE) impact the need for and the cost 
of federally-required flood insurance. 

 


