
 

  

2020-21COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 
ENTITLEMENT PROGRAM 

The CDBG Entitlement Program under the Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Entitlement status is a designation for local communities generally with a population over 50,000. The City of Lee’s 
Summit was designated as an Entitlement Community under the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
program by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in August of 1994. Because of this 
designation, the City receives a grant on an annual basis contingent upon Congress approval of the Federal 
budget. 

The City’s CDBG Entitlement allocation for 2019-20 was $373,739.00 and the 2020-21 grant amount is yet to be 
announced by HUD. 

Programs/projects eligible for CDBG funding – general provisions 

Under the federal CDBG program, grant funds must be used to meet one of the following national objectives: 

A. Benefit low-to-moderate 
income (LMI) persons; 

B. Prevent/eliminate slums 
or blight; or, 

C. Address a particularly 
urgent community need 
(disaster response). 

 

 

CDBG Program Activities 

There is a wide range of more than twenty types of activities eligible under the federal CDBG program.  Grantees 
determine which of these types best meet the needs of their communities identified in their Consolidated Plans.  
However, in order to ensure that the primary objective of the CDBG Program is met – benefitting low- and 
moderate-income persons – grantees must ensure that all activities meet a national objective.   

Described below are the types of eligible and ineligible CDBG activities under the federal guidelines.  These 
activities are very loosely grouped into general categories.  

Eligible CDBG Activities – general provisions 

This section lists basic eligible activities under the federal CDBG program, but reduced to those that the City of 
Lee’s Summit’s program may support in the 2020-21 program year based on the community needs identified and 
the strategies recommended during the 2020-24 Consolidated Plan community engagement process.  CDBG funds 
may be used for the following types of activities:   

 Activities related to housing: 

 First Time Homebuyer mortgage down payment assistance; 
 Owner-occupied single family home exterior rehabilitation activities; 
 Residential emergency repairs for LMI households; 
 Public housing rehabilitation activities; 
 Low-to-moderate income housing rehabilitation activities; and 
 Transitional housing rehabilitation activities. 

 Other real property activities, such as: 
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 Acquisition of real property (including a minimum of 15 years long-term rental of building space) for public use or 
purpose; 

 Clearance and demolition for a public purpose; and 
 Code enforcement. 

 Public facilities, such as: 

 Small public infrastructure improvement projects for low-to-moderate income areas, including sidewalks, 
stormwater and sanitary sewer improvements; 

 ADA accessibility improvements to public facilities; 
 Special needs facilities rehabilitation; 
 Emergency repairs for public facilities;  
 Public facilities serving eligible persons or areas; and 
 Business incubator and job training facilities (for microenterprises or LMI job creation). 

 Activities related to public services, including but not limited to:   

 Basic social services to the homeless and low-to-moderate income persons; 
 Food and nutrition services for low-to-moderate income persons, seniors, persons with disabilities or children of 

special needs; 
 Domestic violence prevention and counseling services; 
 Job training and employment services for low-to-moderate income persons; 
 Economic development related public services benefiting low-to-moderate income persons; 
 Health care and substance abuse services for low-to-moderate income persons; 
 Childcare for low-to-moderate income persons; 
 Services for senior citizens (62 and over exclusively);  
 Services for the disabled persons; 
 Education programs for low-to-moderate income persons; 
 Crime prevention and dispute resolution programs; and 
 Fair housing counseling. 

 Activities related to economic development, such as: 

 Development of a workforce training system; 
 Commercial façade improvement program;  

Ineligible CDBG Activities 

In general, any activity that is not specifically authorized under the CDBG regulations and statute is ineligible.  In 
addition, the regulations stipulate that the following activities may not be assisted with CDBG funds:   

 Buildings for the general conduct of government (e.g., city hall); 

 General government expenses; and 

 Political activities. 

The following activities may not be assisted with CDBG funds unless authorized as a special economic 

development activity or when carried out by a CBDO: 

 Purchase of construction equipment or furnishings and personal property; 

 Operating and maintenance expenses (of public facilities, improvements, and services), except for operating and 
maintenance expenses associated with public service activities, interim assistance, and office space for program staff 
employed in carrying out the CDBG Program. 

 New housing construction, except under certain conditions or when carried out by a CBDO; and  

 Income payments. 

Meeting the 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan Goals and Priority Needs 

In addition to meeting the criteria listed above, the proposed activities for CDBG funds must also meet the 
established goals and priority needs of the newly adopted 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan, as follows: 

A. Priority Needs 

 Mental Health/Substance Abuse Assistance; 

 Basic Needs of the Low-to-Moderate Income Persons; 

 Residential Rehab and Affordable Housing; 



 

  

 Sidewalk Improvements in Older Neighborhoods; 

 Transportation for Persons with Special Needs; and 

 Planning and Administration of the CDBG Program. 

B. Goals 

 Assist residential rehab for low-to-moderate income persons and households and work for increase of affordable housing; 

 Meet the basic needs of low-to-moderate income persons and households for food, clothing, etc.; 

 Assist programs addressing mental health needs and substance abuse issues; 

 Assist in improvement of transportation for persons with special needs; and 

 Improve availability of public information benefiting low-to-moderate income residents. 

Income guidelines for low-to-moderate income households 

Annually, HUD develops income guidelines based on the number of persons in the household. Benefits to LMI 
households can be direct or indirect. Direct benefits involve projects that directly serve LMI households such as the 
creation of jobs; indirect benefits involve projects that indirectly assist LMI households such as infrastructure 
improvements in an area where 51% or more of the residents qualify as LMI. 

The current CDBG income guidelines (effective 4/24/2019) for Kansas City, MO-KS Metro Area are as follows:   

Persons in 
Household 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Maximum 
Income 

$46,350 $52,950 $59,550 $66,150 $71,450 $76,750 $82,050 $87,350 

*The Federal Government normally updates income guidelines each year--all grant programs must comply with the most recent income 

guidelines as determined by HUD.  The release of 2020 income limits is anticipated to be around April of 2020.  

The City of Lee’s Summit CDBG Program 

Lee’s Summit CDBG program is funded by federal CDBG annual allocations and implemented in accordance with 
the City Council adopted and HUD approved Consolidated Plan. In addition to meeting the federal eligibility 
regulations, activities to be considered for funding must also meet the goals and objectives established in the 
Consolidated Plan. 

The Grantee and Subrecipients 

For Lee’s Summit CDBG program, the Grantee refers to the City of Lee’s Summit. The Subrecipients are those 
governmental, private not-for-profit organizations and agencies that receive CDBG funds through the City of Lee’s 
Summit CDBG program as subawards.  Individuals are not qualified as subrecipients.  For-profit businesses may 
be qualified as subrecipients only if they are City Council designated CBDOs (Community Based Development 
Organizations) carrying out neighborhood revitalization. For-profit businesses may also qualify for job creation for 
LMI workers and economic development activities benefiting LMI persons. 

The Beneficiaries 

The Beneficiaries are individuals, families or households, who are eligible by HUD definition and benefit from any of 
the Lee’s Summit CDBG-funded programs sponsored by the City of Lee’s Summit (the Grantee) or by a qualified 
nonprofit organization or for-profit business (Subrecipient). 

Additional Federal Requirement – SAM.GOV Registration and Active DUNS Number 

To be eligible for federal funding or to carry out federal funded programs or projects, all agencies, organizations, 
businesses and contractors are required to register with SAM.GOV and obtain and maintain an active DUNS 
Number for the duration of the program or project without exception. 



 

  

Application Procedure and Requirements 

The City will accept applications for programs and projects under the CDBG program this year from January 6 
through February 7, 2020. The procedure is as follows: 

Applicant Shall/Should… Date/Deadline Purpose/Comment 

Obtain all the application related 
documents, checklists and forms and 
review them thoroughly 

Before starting to fill out the 
applications 

Fully understand the program, regulations, requirements, 
process, what’s required to be submitted to make a complete 
applications and what the grant recipient’s responsibilities are 
in using the grant funds, etc. 

Obtain proper executive decision on 
whether to file an application for grant 

Before starting to fill out the 
applications 

Ensure application for grant is appropriately authorized by the 
agency decision-maker. 

Determine eligibility by completing the 
Activity Type and Eligibility 
Determination Chart and Defining the 
Need Worksheet 

Before completing the 
application form(s) 

Determine if your agency and program/project are eligible for 
the CDBG program and lay the groundwork for your 
application. Read the notes on the forms to determine if your 
agency can skip completing these forms in their entirety to 
save you time. 

Fill out the Application Form in its 
entirety (Do not combine projects into 
one application, which are different in 
nature and serve different beneficiaries). 

After completing the Activity 
Type and Eligibility 
Determination Chart and 
Defining the Need Worksheet 
but before submission deadline. 

To ensure that the application review and selection process 
and the execution of the project are smooth and efficient, and 
to comply with HUD’s requirements on Performance 
Measures. 

Get application properly authorized 
(signatures) by Agency’s Board of 
Directors or Executive Officer prior to 
submission 

Prior to submitting the 
application to the City 

To ensure that the proposed program/project and its 
associated cost and funding expectations are officially and 
properly authorized.  

Submit two (2) original copies of 

complete application with all the required 
attachments and supporting documents. 

Received or postmarked by 5:00 
p.m., Friday, February 7, 2020. 

Deliver or mail the application to CDBG Program at 
Development Services, Lee’s Summit City Hall at 220 SE 
Green Street, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063. Incomplete 
applications beyond the deadline will not be considered for 
funding. 

(Optional but strongly encouraged) 
Attend the public hearing held by the 
City Council Community and Economic 
Development Committee (CEDC). 

4:00 p.m., Wed., March 11, 
2020, subject to change (Note: 
Public hearing may be continued to 
a 2nd meeting.) 

To present your application(s) and answer questions. For 
construction related projects, the applicant is encouraged to 
bring the technical professional who may provide technical 
information and/or project estimates. Staff presents review 
results and funding recommendations. The public is invited to 
provide input. CEDC approves recommendations for funding 
allocation (Action Plan) which will be presented to the City 
Council for approval in May. 

 

For Questions and Additional Information 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the following staff personnel for 
assistance: 

Sarah Tilbury, CDBG Administrator – (816) 969-1243 

Applicants are encouraged to fill out applications electronically using our Microsoft Word files, which can be 
obtained by visiting the City’s website at https://cityofls.net/development-services/community-development-block-
grant or by emailing Sarah.Tilbury@cityofls.net . 

https://cityofls.net/development-services/community-development-block-grant/consolidated-plan-and-action-plans
https://cityofls.net/development-services/community-development-block-grant/consolidated-plan-and-action-plans
mailto:Sarah.Tilbury@cityofls.net

