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Ballot Initiatives 
 

Date of Election 
 

Question 
 

Percentage 
 

Yes 
 

No 
Ord/Res 

No. 
 
August 2, 1994 

 
Establish Middle Big Creek Sewer District 

 
69% 

 
  

 (Election held 
by LBVSD) 

April 4, 1995 “Shall a Charter Commission be Chosen?” 77% 4,948 1,480 Res. #95-8 
November 7, 1995 GO Bonds for Police/Court Facility (No Tax Increase) 69% 6,625 3,004 Ord. #4196 
 GO Bonds for Fire Station #6  (No Tax Increase) 74% 7,181 2,463  
 Road Improvements (Colbern, Todd George, Ward)  (No Tax 

Increase) 
69% 6,645 2,956  

 Public Safety (personnel, equipment) 56% 5,352 4,276  
April 2, 1996 Adopting the proposed Charter 81% 8,190 1,901 Ord. #4265 
November 5, 1996 Water Tap and Sewer Bonds 62% 15,998 9,897 Ord. #4364 
November 4, 1997 Excise Tax 73% 5,995 2,242 Ord. #4531 
 1/2-cent Sales Tax for Capital Improvements 58% 4,791 3,482  
 3/8-cent Sales Tax for Park Improvements 51% 4,250 4,008  
April 7, 1998 Hotel/Motel Tax (5% of gross daily rental receipts) 83% 8,708 1,800 Ord. #4599 
November 7, 2000 GO Bond Issue for Maintenance/Street Facility (No Tax 

Increase) 
65% 20,230 10,755 Ord. #5062 

November 5, 2002 GO Bonds - Downtown improvements with City Hall  (No Tax 
Increase) 

61% 16,047 10,383 Res. #02-17 

 GO Bonds - Public Safety-Fire Station and Animal Control  (No 
Tax Increase) 

 
76% 

 
20,106 

 
6,303 

 

 GO Bonds – Road & Intersection improvements for West Third 
Street  (No Tax Increase) 

 
70% 

 
18,395 

 
7,969 

 
 

February 8, 2005 Proposed amendment to the Charter, Section 14.9. Public 
Improvements and Special Assessments 

 
44% 

 
4,700 

FAILED 
5,975 

 
Ord. #5872 

April 5, 2005 Sales tax of one-quarter of one percent (1/4 of 1%) for local 
Parks 

 
69% 

 
4,149 

 
1,877 

 
Ord. #5928 

November 7, 2006 Amend Article X of Chapter 17, Code, to prohibit smoking in all 
restaurants and bars. 

 
72% 

 
24,583 

 
9,711 

 
Ord #6314 

April 3, 2007 Continue ½ Cent Sales Tax for Capital Improvements 67% 4,124 2,069  
April 3, 2007  

Remove Councilmember Hofmann from office 
 

24% 
 

470 
FAILED 
1460 

 
Ord #6376 
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November 6, 2007 GO Bonds - $15,400,000 for Stormwater Improvement Program 54,793 
83% 

6,094 1,270 Ord #6539 

 GO Bonds - $3,000,000 for Public Safety Improvements 82% 5,991 1,337  
 GO Bonds - $6,100,000 for Sidewalk Rehabilitation/Connectivity 

Program & Arterial Street Lights Phase 
79% 5,776 1,533  

 GO Bonds - $500,000 for Salt Dome Amend Charter to eliminate 
conflicts with state law. 

77% 5,622 1,668  

 Amend Charter to implement certain implementation changes:  
City Administrator to City Manager 

84% 6,082 1,145  

 Amend Charter to authorize Mayor Pro Tem to appoint City 
Council Committees and Council liaisons with Council consent. 

83% 5,944 1,242  

 Amend Charter to limit Mayor & Council to two Consecutive 
terms 

60% 4,312 2,859  

 Amend Charter to clarify procedures for Initiative Referendum 
& Recall Petitions 

51% 3,632 3,559  

 Amend Charter to require reasons of recall to be published at 
top and bottom of all recall petition pages 

82% 5,753 1,270  

 Involuntary annexation, extending eastern city limits 87% 6,160 924  
November 2, 2010 
No Tax Increase 
GO Bond Projects 

Public Safety $10M 
Emergency Services Radio, Police Facility Improvements: Indoor 
Firearm Training, Training & Meeting Space, Increase Storage, 
Expand/Redesign Detention area  

30,918 22,833 
73.85% 

8,085 
26.15% 

Ord # 6996 

 Infrastructure Improvements $11,860,000 
Sidewalk Rehab/Construction, Phase II 
Curb Replacement Program 

30853 22,216 
72.01% 

8,637 
27.99% 

 

 Road Improvements $4,675,000 
Strother Road 
View High & I-470 Improvements 

30,805 22,396 
72.70% 

8,409 
27.30% 

 

 Road Improvements $10,870,000 
Tudor Road  

30,825 21,305 
69.12% 

9,520 
30.88% 

 

April 2, 2013 Cultural Arts – Downtown Cultural Arts Campus and Legacy 
Park Amphitheater ($2.9M) 

69.6% 4,100 1,789 
30.4% 

Ord # 7323 

 Road Improvements – Orchard Street and Pryor Road $4.6M 76.5% 4,451 
76.5% 

1,370 
23.5% 
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April 8, 2014 No Tax Increase General Obligation – 291/50 Hwy 
Improvements $10-million 

82.65% 6,105 
 

1,059 Ord #7450 

August 2, 2016 Out-of-state Motor vehicle sales tax. Election language is a 
double negative, so although it failed, the results were the 
continuation of the sales tax.  

  
3,850 

25.96% 

FAILED 
10,982 
74.04% 

Ord #7955 

 Parks ¼-cent Park sales tax for 15 years to fund future capital 
projects and operations. 

78.49% 11,698 
 

3,206 
21.51% 

 
 

November 8, 2016 No-Tax Increase General Obligation Bond for Public Safety 
Improvements in the amount $14.5-million 
(Emergency services radio equipment and related connectivity, 
Fire Station 3 replacement, fire equipment and apparatus.) 

 
79.12% 

 
36,716 

 

 
9,688 

20.88% 

Ord #8024 
 

April 4, 2017 City Charter Amendments 

Question No. 1 
Shall the preamble of the City Charter for the City of Lee’s 
Summit, Missouri, be amended to read as follows: 

 “We, the People of Lee’s Summit, Missouri, in order to secure 
the benefits and advantages of constitutional home rule under 
the Missouri Constitution do affirm our commitment to self-
governance and aspire to create an economically vital 
community committed to equal opportunity, citizen 
participation, diversity and to promote a high quality of life 
where families and businesses thrive and hereby establish this 
Charter for the better government of our city.” 

Question No. 2 
 
Shall the Charter of the City of Lee’s Summit, Article III., City 
Council., be amended in various sections to:  

§ clarify the term “qualified voter,”  
§ to require that a member of the City Council remain a 

qualified voter of his or her district during his or her 
term of office,  

§ to provide that the Mayor of the City shall appoint the 
Mayor Pro Tempore instead of the City Council,  

 Yes 
 

Yes: 
6,331 

(75.33%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes: 
5,922 

(70.85%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 
 

No: 2,073 
(24.67%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No: 2,437 
(29.15%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ord #8137 
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§ prohibit a Councilmember from holding any other 
elected public office or incompatible public office,  

§ clarify the qualifications for appointment to the City 
Council in the event of a vacancy,  

§ require seven days to lapse between introduction and 
final passage of any ordinance,  

§ require copies of proposed ordinances to be made 
available in the City Clerk’s office and the City website,  

§ clarify the procedure for approval of an emergency 
ordinance and limiting the use of the emergency 
ordinance procedure to certain types of ordinances? 

Question No. 3 
Shall the Charter of the City of Lee’s Summit be amended to 
include a new Section 3.15., Charter Violation and Ethics Code., 
requiring the adoption of an ethics code by the City Council, 
and allowing sanctions to be imposed upon a City 
Councilmember only upon a 2/3rds vote of the entire Council 
including the Mayor? 

Question No. 4 
Shall the Charter of the City of Lee’s Summit, Article IV., Mayor., 
be amended in multiple sections to:  

§ require the Mayor to vote on all ordinances,  
§ remove the Mayor’s power to veto ordinances and 

resolutions,  
§ set a time when the Mayor shall appoint members to 

certain boards and commissions,  
§ prohibit the Mayor from holding any other elected 

public office or incompatible public office,  
§ provide for discipline by the City Council in the event he 

or she is found to have violated certain provisions of the 
Charter; and, to further  amend  Article III., City Council., 
Sections 3.4 and 3.13 to remove references to veto and 
Mayoral tie-breaking to be consistent with Article IV., 
Mayor? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes: 
5,947 

(71.09%) 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes: 
4,467 

(54.10%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No: 2,418 
(28.91%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

No: 3,790 
(45.90%) 
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Question No. 5  
Shall the Charter of the City of Lee’s Summit, Section 6.2., 
Personnel System., be amended to require all appointments 
and promotions of City Employees and Officers be made solely 
on the basis of merit and further clarifying that any personnel 
code shall authorize the City Manager to promulgate certain 
personnel rules? 

Question No. 6  
Shall the Charter of the City of Lee’s Summit, Section 7.3., Court 
Administration., be amended to enact a new provision requiring 
the Court Administrator to discharge his or her duties under the 
direction and control of the City Manager, and remove a 
provision that authorizes the Municipal Judges to suspend, 
remove and evaluate the performance of the Court 
Administrator? 

Question No. 7 
Shall the Charter of the City of Lee’s Summit, Section 9.3., 
Determination of Election Results., be amended to require 
canvassing of election returns at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting of the City Council following receipt of the certification 
of election returns? 

Question No. 8 
Shall the Charter of the City of Lee’s Summit, Article X., 
Initiative, Referendum and Recall., be amended in multiple 
sections to  

§ clarify the initiative, referendum and recall processes 
and specifically the authority of voters to adopt or reject 
a proposed ordinance through an initiative procedure,  

§ clarify the authority of voters to adopt or reject certain 
ordinances approved by the City Council through the 
referendum process,  

§ provide additional operational guidance for a petitioners 

 
Yes: 

5,720 
(69.47%) 

 
 
 
 

Yes: 
4,121 

(50.68%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes: 
4,869 

(60.16%) 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes: 
5,651 

(69.42%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
No: 2,514 
(30.53%) 

 
 
 
 
 

No: 4,011 
(49.32%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No: 3,225 
(39.84%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

No: 2,489 
(30.58%) 
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committee, specify the content of a petition, specify the 
qualifications to be a petition circulator, provide certain 
time limits, and specify when the City Council must act 
following receipt and certification of a sufficient 
petition? 

Question No. 9 
Shall the Charter of the City of Lee’s Summit, Article XI., 
Financial Procedures., be amended in multiple sections to  

§ require that the budget of the City provide a complete 
financial plan for all City funds and activities and  

§ to allow that the City may utilize newspapers of general 
circulation in the City or other means provided by law to 
provide certain public notices related to the budget and 
summary of receipts and expenditures? 

Question No. 10 
Shall the Charter of the City of Lee’s Summit, Article XII., 
Franchises., be amended in multiple sections to allow for use of 
the right-of-way consistent with applicable state and federal 
law? 

Question No. 11 
Shall the Charter of the City of Lee’s Summit, Section 14.7, 
Charter Amendment., be amended to clarify when an election 
related to charter amendments proposed by the City Council, 
Charter Review Commission, or a citizen petition be submitted 
to the voters? 

Question No. 12 
Shall the Charter of the City of Lee’s Summit be amended by 
deleting Articles XV., Transitional Provisions., XVI., Schedule.,  
and XVII., Transitional Provisions for Charter Amendments 
Approved by the Voters on November 6, 2007, in their entirety 
and by amending Sections 3.2(c), 4.2(b) and 7.2(a) to clarify 
certain language and to remove references to Article XVI? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes: 
6,748 

(81.05%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes: 
5,594 

(68.95%) 
 
 

Yes: 
6,273 

(76.82%) 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes: 
4,262 

(55.11%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No: 1,578 
(18.95%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No: 2,519 
(31.05%) 

 
 
 

No: 1,893 
(23.18%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

No: 3,471 
(44.89%) 
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 ½ Cent Capital Improvement Sales Tax continuation over the 

next 15 years (2018-2033)  
 6,504 

(76.22%)  
No: 956 
(36.91%) 

Ord. #8137 

 Recall Petition – District 4 Councilmember Christopher Moreno  Yes: 
1,634 

(63.09%)  

No: 956 
(36.91%) 

Ord. #8137 

August 6, 2019 No Tax Increase General Obligation – Public Safety $19,475,000: 
(required 2/3rds approval) 
 
Shall the City of Lee’s Summit, Missouri, issue its general 
obligation bonds in the amount of $19,475,000 for the purpose 
of acquiring land, making certain improvements and acquiring 
equipment for public safety purposes including (a) the 
acquisition, construction, furnishing and equipping a new fire 
station and the purchase of associated apparatus to replace Fire 
Station No. 4, (b) the acquisition, construction, furnishing and 
equipping of a new fire station to replace Fire Station No. 5, (c) 
the acquisition and installation of new police automobile video 
systems and police body-worn camera systems, (d) renovations 
and improvements to enhance facility security, public access, 
customer service and operational efficiency in the Police and 
Courts Municipal Building and € purchasing and installing new 
infrastructure to renovate, improve and upgrade the City’s 
wireless and fiber optic communications network among City 
Hall and other City facilities? 

 Yes: 
3,423 

(86.05%) 
 

Only 
includes 
Jackson 
County  

No: 
555 

(13.95%) 
 

Only 
includes 
Jackson 
County 

Ord. #8710 

 
 
Notes: 1988 – Quality 88 Bond issue passed. 
 1992 – Tax levy failed. 
 
Shaded:  Not a city-initiated ballot 


